Category

General Terms

Sewing Terms

Orientation

Japanese Term
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Dictionary of Japanese Leuring Jermis

English Translation

how to make

how to make (in order of steps)
actual size pattern paper
materials

cutting layout diagram
man

boy

woman

girl

adult

sewing machine
completed size

cloth

Outer/surface fabric
Other/co-ordinating fabric
sew

sew using machine
gather

fold

double fold hem

press (as in iron)

iron

put on/attach

together

tack

darts

box pleat

basting/temporary hand stitching to keep in place before machine sewing

seam allowance

measure of cloth required when sewing
match marks (matching marks on pattern)
fold-line

right sides of fabric facing each other
wrong sides of fabric facing each other
Press seam allowances open

means to press seam allowance to one side
opening for turning out

sew with longest stitch length

to sew together

cut

Can mean both the noun "overlocker/serger" or the action of overlock stitching

zig zag stitch

end point of sewing

stitch

cover stitch

pinking shears

opening

end of opening

side

surface (right side of fabric)
front

back

inside (wrong side of fabric)/underside/lining
centre point

front centre point

back centre point

up
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Category Japanese Term

Garment Parts
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Dictionary of Japaneie

English Translation

down

right

left

base

edge

shoulder

facing

pocket

sleeve

puff sleeve

yoke

collar

bodice

neck point

side

armpit

sleeve

armhole

collar

neckline

hem

frills (ruffles)
crotch/rise

inseam/ inside leg seam
front button placket
wide/width of cloth
size

height

length

Sewing Jerms

back length (can mean body measurement - from base of neck to waist / or base of

neck to bottom hem of garment)
sleeve length

bust

chest circumference

bust

waist

hip

head circumference
diameter

radius

thickness
length/height/lengthwise/vertical
the side/the width/horizontal
nude measurements (body measurements)
pullover

hat

skirt

blouse

one piece/dress

pants

camisole

shirt

T shirt

tunic

dress

tops

bag
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Category Japanese Term
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Dictionary of Japanese Leuring Jermis

English Translation

poncho

cardigan

coat

waistbelt

parka

vest

handkerchief

leggings

shawl

print (as in printed fabrics)
ribbon

bias

tape (e.g. acrylic tape)

fusible interfacing
thin/lightweight fusible interfacing
medium weight fusible interfacing
heavyweight fusible interfacing
embroidery floss

fusible interfacing stretch type (for knits)
woolly spin tape

piping

elastic (e.g. for waistband)

button

button hole

snap button

fabric covered buttons

handles

tape for bag handles (Usually Acrylic tape)
hook and eye

cord

The words mean cotton, used in craft books to indicate the cotton stuffing

Bond (Handicraft glue)
Vinyl

Velcro

lace

thread
thread for sewing machine
White

Black

Grey

Green

Blue

Yellow Ochre
Dark Brown
Beige

Bright Yellow
Red

Navy
Graphite
Brown

Pink

cotton

lawn

linen

gauze

double gauze
chambray
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Category

Patterns
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Dictionary of Japaneie

English Translation

voile

crepe

silk
shantung
satin
tafetta
broadcloth
gingham
gingham check
sheeting
chino cloth
corduroy
flannel
denim

soft denim
thick denim
canvas

Sewing Jerms

katsuragi (something like twill which is thick cotton but lighter than denim)

waffle
wool
suede
jacquard

sleek (smooth fabric for pocket lining of jeans and Men's pants), also known as Silesia

knits

jersey stitch
rib stitch
rayon
polyester
tweed

twill

velour
blend

lace

print (any prints in general)

Liberty print (from UK fabric brand Liberty which appears frequently in many

Japanese sewing books)
polka dots

Stripes print (usually referring to horizontal stripes)

Stripes in general (of any direction, vertical,diagonal etc)

Pin Dots

Dots

Floral pattern

Small floral pattern

plain color fabric (no prints)

happy sewing!
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